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To all the 


Thirtieth of January PREACHERS, 


However dignified or ee 


Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, 
ard from our ord Jil Cri, be * | 
4% you. 


Gentlemen, Fathers, and Brethren, 


| MONG the many harſh and bit- 
85 err cxpreffions that have fallen from 
the rae. of ſome of the goth of Fas 

RE _—_ and have been 
printed in the annual performances 


of that day, none have been more ſurprizing 


and ſhocking to me, than thoſe that repreſent 


Almighty God as puniſhing one generation for 
the ſins of another. I have often wondred that 


this unworthy notion of Almighty God ſhould 
not meet with a proper reproof and confutation 
from ſome able hand; but having waited many 


years in expectation of fuch a performance, and 


not having had my nope and expectation an- 
ſwered, I find myſelf affected, in ſome meaſure, 
as Elibu was, when he faid, * 1 am full of matter, 


the foirit within me conftraineth me, * my 


A 2 
Job Mi. 18, 19. 


belly 


„ 
belly is as wine which hath no vent, it is ready to bark 
like new bottles. I therefore am come to his re- 
ſolution. b will ſpeak, that I may be refreſhed : 
Iwill open my lips, and anſwer. I will anſwer alſo 
my part, I alſo will ſhew my opinion. And this I 
- reſolve to do with all 1 and meekneſs; 1 
will omit nothing, nor evade nothing, nor quar- 
rel at nothing; but uſe the greateſt plainneſs of 

ſpeech that poſſibly I can, in order to be under- 
hoo d. And as it is a caſe in which the honour 
of God, and the comfort of ſouls is nearly con- 
cerned, I hope I ſhall not incur your diſpleaſure 
in uling all becoming earneſtneſs and decent 
boldneſs. And may Almighty God direct my 
heart, and guide my tongue, that the opening 
of my lips may be of right things, that no un- 
gSuarded expreſſions may drop from my lips 
while my heart is warm in vindicating his mjur'd 
honour among men. 

Know then, reverend Sirs, that I humbly-con- 
ceive that the reaſon, of the Second Command- 
ment is miſunderſtood and miſapplied, when it 
is cited to prove this doctrine, 1 that God 
may puniſn the children, even to the third and 
fourth generation, becauſe their fathers ſinned 
againſt him. 

In direct oppoſition to this notion, I will lay 
down, and labour to maintain this poſition; 
That Almighty God never did, nor never will 
puniſh an innocent nation or people, becauſe of. 
their guilty parents ſins. If this poſition be true, 
than all the apprehenſions of God's wrath and 
diſpleaſure for the innocent blood which was ſhed 
in 1648, are needleſs and groundleſs. I ſhall 
labour to evince the truth of it, that all thoſe 
cauſeleſs fears may fall to the ground at once. 
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| 3 
That Almighty God never will puniſh the 
children for their fathers ſins, is plain and evi- 
dent from the expreſs declaration of God him- 
ſelf. As live, ſaith the Lord God, ye ſhall not 
have occaſion any more io uſe this proverb in I 
rael. Behold, all ſouls. are mine, as the ſoul of the 
father, ſo alſo the ſoul of the ſon 15 mine: the ſoul 
that ſinnetb it ſhall die. The ſon ſhall not bear the 
' iniquity of the father, neither ſhall the father bear 
the iniquity of the ſon ;, the righteouſneſs of the rigb- 
teous ſhall be upon him, and the wickedneſs of the 
svicked ſhall be upon him. Yet ſaith the houſe of I 
rael, the way of the Lord is not equal. O houſe of 
Iſrael, are not my ways equal? are not your ways 
unequal ? Therefore I will judge you, O houſe of I 
rael, every one according to his ways, ſaith the Lord 
God. As this is a matter which does equally con- 
cern all men, the ignorant as well as the learn- 
ed, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath 
ſpoken to the capacity of all; and his words are 
ſo plain, that (I think) no comment upon them 
can make them appear more plain, For I ho 
none are ſo weak as to imagine, that Almighty 
God ſpake theſe words only in relation to the pu- 
niſhinents of a future world; for, if that were 
the caſe, the houſe of Jrael were left at liberty 
as much as ever to diſhonour God, by ſinging to 
their old murmuring tune, The fathers have eaten 
Jowre grapes, and the childrens teeth are ſet on edge. 
But notwithſtanding theſe plain declarations of 
Almighty God, ſome perſons have (in effect) 
laid the contrary, by reaſon (as I ſuppoſe) of the 
miſinterpretation of the reaſon of the Second 
Commandment, and ſome other . more obſcure 
texts of ſcripture. e 5 
Reverend brethren, I make no doubt but 
that you approve of this poſition, namely, That 


© Bxck. aviii. 3, 44 201 29, 3% 


( 6 
the ſcripture is its own and beſt interpreter : and 
if this be a ſafe and ſure rule, then I humbly 
apprehend that the more obſcure paſſages of holy 
feripture ought to be fo interpreted, as not to 
contradi& the plain and open W os ho- 
18 ſcripture. 

In order therefore to underſtand the true mean · 
ing of the reaſon of the Second Commandment, I 
mall lay down this one rule or argument, in the 
room of many, namely, That interpretation of the 
reaſon of the Second Commandment that contra- 
dlicts the plain deelarations of God in the holyſcrip- 
tures, cannot be the truth. But that interpretation 
of the reaſon of the Second Commandment, which 
ſuppoſes that God punifheth one generation for the 
fins of another, does contradict the plain declara- 
tions of God in the holy ſeriptures; thereſore that 
interpretation is not true. It ought to be care- 
fully obſerved, that Almighty God does not ſay 
(in the reaſon of the Second Commandment) that 
he will puniſh the third and fourth generation 
becauſe their fathers ſinned againſt him, but 
that he will / the iniquities of the fathers upon 
the children ; which words are conftrued to mean, 
that he will puniſh them becauſe of their fathers 
ſins. But this is a miſtake, and a miſconſtruc- 
tion df che words, becauſe it contradicts the plain 
deelarations of Almighty God, as aforeſgid. 

But I expect ſome man will ſay; if theſe words, 
175. the iniguities of the fathers upon the children, 

o not ſignify to puniſh them for their fathers. 
ins, what do they mean? what can they mean? 
To which query 1 will anſwer two ways. Firſt, 
: ſe I were as ignorant of the true meaning 

of the words under conſideration, as Nicodemus 
was of che new birth, yet have I not done ſome 
ſervioe to the cauſe of truth, in detecting what 
by falſe ? Let gr, Ant are . ingaged in a 
laborious 
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| laborious courſe of the miniſtry, and leſs at the 
labouring oar than I am, ſhew to the world what 
is right. Or ſuppoſe farther, that I ſhould re- 
Aolve the reaſon of the Second Commandment 
into the riches of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
| God, as the great Apoſtle Pau did, when he 
had been -treati "g about the - dealings of God 
wich the Fews and Gentiles, and ſay, * O tbe depth 
the riches both ef the wiſdom. and knowledge of 
oy how unſearchable are his judgments, and bis 
ways paſt fading cut! And were I to ſtop here, 1 
ſhould have this ſingular pleaſure, that I have 
broken the Ice, and caſt in my poor mite, in 
order to reſtore loſt honour to Almighty God, 
and loſt comfort to poor fouls, And if I were 
to cut my work thus ſhort, I cannot help think- 
ing but that ſome of you, (at leaſt half a dozen) 
would be glad to fee me lo ſoon arrive at my 
journey's end. 


But I preſume the more eagle- eyed ad ſaga- 
cious part of you (which I would willingly and 

charitably hope to be far the greateſt number) 
will object and ſay, It is unlikely that Almighty 
God ſhould render a reaſon, or lay down a mo- 
tive for the obſervation of his law, in ſuch words 
as are not eaſy to be underſtood by the meaneſt 
capacity, in caſe they addict themſelves to ſe- 
rious thoughtfulneſs, and due i inquiries after the 
truth. I freely confeſs, that their is fo much 
reaſon and force of argument in this objection, . 
that I am reſolved (as God may enable me) to 
pull up a good heart, and have another found 
with you. 

I come therefore to my ſecond anſwer; in 
| which I will copy after Elibhu, and will anſwer 
on wy 1 and ſhew Fog opinion. 


„ Know 
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. 
Know then, my brethren and fathers in the 
miniſtry, that I do humbly apprehend, that the 
reaſon of the Second Commandment is founded 
on the long-ſuffering gootineſs of God, and the 
abuſe of that goodneſs. - O how. often do poor 
ſinners deſpiſe the riches of his goodneſs, in not 
being thereby led to repentance, which is the 
end of God's waiting upon them, that he may 
be gracious! Here, then, God puts them in 
mind that he is a jealous God, and that although 
be might bear long with them, even to the 
third and fourth generation, yet he would be 
ſure to ſtrike home at laſt, and viſit them in a 
way of judgment for their own fins ; which, in 
the reaſon of the Second Commandment, are 
called their fathers fins, becauſe they were of 
the ſame kind, they trod in the fame ſteps ; as 
Stephen charged his perſecutors, as your fathers did, 
fo do ye. And this ought always to be carefully 
obſerved, that no perſons were puniſhed of God 
becauſe. their fathers had ſinned, but becauſe 
they themſelves walked in their fathers evil ways; 
which, in the ſcripture, is frequently called walk- 
ang in their fathers ſins. I ſhall give ſome inſtances. 
Thus it is faid of Abijam, © That be walked in all 
tte fins of his father. And of Nadab, * That he 
| walked in the way of his father, and in his fin, 
 wherewith be made Iſrael to ſm. And of Baaſha, 
E That be walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his 
in. And thus it is faid of Zimri, h That be died 
for his fins, which be ſinned in doing evil in the fight 
of the Lord, in walking in the way of Feroboam, © 
and. in bis fin which be did, to make Iſrael to fin. - 
Here obſerve, that Zimri died for his own ſins, 
and that his own fin was walking in the fin of 
Feroboam, viz. ſin of the fame kind. Why 
3 ; , then 
n Kings xv. 3. Chap. xv. 26, 3 Chap. xv. 34. 
. Þ Chap. xvi. 18, 19, 18 . a0? = 


(9) 
then ſhould the words in the reaſon of the Second 
Commandment be conſtrued to mean, that God 
will puniſh the children becauſe their fathers ſin- 
ned; when it is plain and evident, from theſe, 
and many more inſtances, that it was becauſe 
they walked in their fathers ſins? 

Inſtances of this kind are very numerous in 
the ſcripture-hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation, which 
no one can be ignorant off, that hath, with any 
care and caution, read the ſame. I therefore 

ſhall give but one inſtance more, which is that of 
Abaziab, ſon of Abab, of whom. it is ſaid, * That 
he. did evil in the fight of the Lord, and walked in 
the way of bis father, and in the way of his mother, 
and in the way of Feroboam the ſon of Nebat, wwho 
made Iſrael to fin. For he ſerved Baal, and wor- 
| ſhipped him, and provoked to anger the Lord God of 
Lfael, according to all that his father had done. 
Here I obſerve (and I wiſh that it may be care- 
fully - obſerved) that God's dealings with the 
- Jewiſh nation, when they ſerved idols, is the beſt 
expoſition that can be given of the reaſon of the 
Second Commandment. The author to the He- 
brews tells us, k That the word ſpoken by angels was 
true, and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedience received 
a juſt recompence of reward. 
Hence I obſerve, that every tranſgreſſion, 
of, and diſobedience to the Second Command- 
ment (as well as others) did receive a juſt re- 
compence of reward. And thoſe that have 
read the ſcripture - hiſtory with due care and 
caution, mult needs obſerve that thoſe, and 
only thoſe, that broke the Commandment, did 
receive the juſt recompence of. reward : and 
that none were puniſhed becauſe their fathers 
had ſinned, but becauſe they walked in their 
fathers ſins. And as God dealt with Jfjael, fo 
>: 223 Kings mi. 52. * Heb. ii. 22. N 

| he 


| (10) 
he dealt with other nations; as for inſtance, 
Belſhazzar was not found wanting when weighed 


in the balance, becauſe Nebuchadnezzar his fa- - 


ther had ſet up a golden image, and prepared 
cruelty for thoſe that would not worſhip it; but 
God numbered his kingdom, and finiſhed it, 
becauſe he had ſeen and knew how God had 
dealt with his father, and yet, for all this, he 
had not humbled his heart, but had lifted up 
himſelf againſt God, and profaned the veſſels of 
his houſe, and praiſed the gods of filver and 


gold, of braſs, iron, wood, and ſtone ; but the 


Iwving God, in whoſe hands his breath was, him 
he had not glorified, as Daniel very roundly told 
him, Den. v. 22, 23. "W 

In the reaſon of the Second Commandment, 
Almighty God foretels Fae! that he ſhould be 


watchful of them, and mark their fins: . and 


altho' he might bear long with them, even to 
the third and fourth generation, yet, ſooner or 
later, he would viſit them with evil for their ſins.. 


And maſmuch as they walked in their fathers 


evil ſteps and ways, the fins of the children are 
called the ſins of the fathers, as being of the 
fame kind, and becauſe they learned them of 
their fathers. And here I obſerve, that God- 
does not promiſe to bear with idolators to the 
third and fourth . but only aſſures 


them, how long ſoever he might wait upon 


them, in order to be gracious unto them, if 
they received his grace in vain, and were not 
led to repentance, he would ſurely pour out his 

wrath upon them. It is obſervable, that there 
is but one inſtance in all the ſeripture-hiſtory that 
God bore with idolatry to the fourth generation, 


and that was in the caſe of Jebu; and the hiſto- 


rian takes particular notice of it in a 


*Y 
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1 ig was the word of the Lord which he ſpake unto 
Frau, ſaying, thy ſons ſhall ft on the throne of Iſrael, 
unto the fourth generation. And ſo it came jo paſs. 
Every one that hath read, with due care, the 
{cripture-hiſtory of the kings of Iſrael and Fudab, 
may obſerve, that Almighty God did not al 
ways bare with them unto the ſecond generation. 
I ſhall give but an inſtance or two, in the room 
of many. 1 | 
Fehoram, the evil ſon of good Fehoſbaphat, be- 
cauſe he walked not in the way of his father, 
but in the way of Mab, king of 1/ael, the Lord 
_ viſited him with wars on every fide, and ſmote 
him with an incurable diſeaſe in his bowels, till 
his bowels fell out, and he departed without be- 
ing deſired. 2 Chron. xxi. 10; 133 19. And 
Zimri reigned but ſeven days, and died for his 

ſins, as mentioned before. | | 
By this time, I hope, I have fully ſhewn what I 
apprehend to be the reaſon of the Second Com 
mandment: but that I may make all men of 
the meaneſt capacities ſee (if poſſible) the truth 
that I am now contending for, I will lay down 
the following obſervations. | I 
Firſt, That there are no accidents, or un- 
foreſeen events with Almighty God, as there 
is with ſhort-fighted men; ® But known wnto 
Cad are all his works, from the beginning of the 
world. u God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at 
all. » There is none like God, who. can declare the 
end from the beginning, and from antient times 
ibe + things that are not yet done. And as the 
conſequence of this univerſal fore-knowledge 
of God, I obſerve, Secondly, That Almighty - 
God knew before-hand that Iyael would break 
his covenant, as is evident from the words of God 
B's :: 1255 to 


1 2 Kings xv. 12. m Acts xv. 18. a 1 John i. 5. 
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to Moſes. * Behold, thou ſhalt fleep with thy fa- 
ibers, and this people will riſe up, and go a whoring 
after the gods of the ſtrangers of the land whither they 
o 10 be amongſt them, and will forſake me, and 
1 my covenant : For I know their imagination 
which they go about, even now before I have broug bt 
them into the land which I ſware. And then I ob- 
ſerve, Thirdly, That when T/rael fell into idolatry, 
Almighty God ſent them his prophets, warning 
them to turn from their evil ways, and de- 
nouncing his judgments againſt them in caſe 
they did not; and allo promiſing them good 
things in caſe they returned to the Lord. Thus 
Feremiah was ſent to them before the Baby/oman 
captivity, with this gracious meſſage, ? Amend 
your ways, and your doings, and I will cauſe you 10 
devell in this place. Behold the: long-ſuffering 
goodneis of God towards them in theſe words, 
full of reluctance, 4 How ſhall J give thee up, 
Ephraim ? how ſpall I deliver thee, Iſrael ? bow 
ſpall I make thee as Aimab ? how ſhall J ſet thee as 
Zeboim ? mine heart is turned within me, my repent- 
ings are Kindled together. Thus God endured with 
much long: ſuffering the veſſels of wrath fitted to 
deſtruction, as the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks Rom. ix. 
22. But then, Fourthly, I obſerve, That Ifraet 
received this grace of God in vain, in that they 
deſpiſed the riches of his goodneſs, and for- 
bearance, and long-ſuffering, and made it ſub- 
ſervient to their fin, A remarkable inſtance we 
have of this in a remnant of the Fews that went 
down into Egypt foon after the Babyloniſh cap- 

tivity. The prophet Feremah laid before them 

the Wee ſtate of Fudah and FJeruſalem, as 
an argument to bring them back to God, from 
whom they were ſadly departed. To which 
they returned this very remarkable anſwer. 
| I As 
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t As for the word that thou baſt ſpoken duto us in the 
name of the Lord, ue will not hbearken unto thee. 
But wwe will certainly. do whatſoever thing goeth forth 
out of our own mouth, to burn incenſe unto the queen 
of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto ber, 
as we have done, we and our fathers, our kings and 
our princes, in the cities of Judab, and in the ſtreets 
of Feruſalem : for then had wwe plenty of vifiuals, and 
dere well, and ſaw no evil, But fince we left off to 
| burn incenſe to the queen of heaven, and to pour out 
drink-offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, 
and have been conſumed by the fuword, and by the fa- 
mine. And when we burnt incenſe to the queen of 
Beaven, and poured out drink-offerings unto ber, did 
we make ber cakes to worſhip her, and pour out drink- 
offerings unto her without our men? Here I obſerve 
the abuſe that they made of the long-ſuffering 
goodneſs of God; becauſe God continued his 
merciesto them, they imagined that their evil ways 
were very acceptable unto him; for then, ſaid 
they, we were well, and ſaw no evil. And fur- 
ther I obſerve, that when the juſt judgments of 
God overtook them for their idolatry, they ſtu- 
pidly imagined that it was becauſe they had left 
off to burn incenſe to the queen of heaven. 
Since we have left off to burn incenſe to the 
queen of heaven, we (lay they) have wanted all 
things, and have been conſumed by the fword 
and famine. And this leads me, in the Fifth 
and laſt place, to obſerve, That the reaſon of 
the Second Commandment is founded on the 
forbearance of God, and is directly levelled 
againſt the abuſe of his goodneſs. Had the 
remnant of the Fews, before-mentioned, remem- 
bered that God was jealous of his honour, and 
would not give his glory to another, nor his 
praiſe to graven images; but that his goodneſs 
| was 
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(14) 
was to lead them unto repentance, they would 
not have returned ſuch an anſwer as they did 
unto the prophet. Almighty God knowing be- 
forehand how they would abuſe his goodneſs, he 
warns them to take heed to themſelves, by 
aſſuring them that he was a jealous God; and 
how long ſoever he might bear, and forbear 
with them, he would, at laft, viſit the fins of 
their fathers upon them, which they lived in, 
and were- guilty of, and had learned- and re- 
ceived by tradition from their fathers. And this 
ought. always to be obſerved, that Almighty 
God did not puniſh one generation for the ſins 
of another, in no other ſenſe than as they walk- 
ed in the fins of former generations. And thus 
their own fins are called their fathers fins, as be- 
ing derived from their fathers by evil cuſtom 
and tradition ; and when judgment came upon 
them, it was becauſe they walked in their fa- 
thers ſins. As for inſtance, when Nadab was 
miſerably ſlain, it was not becauſe Feroboam, his 
father, ſet up the golden calves, but becauſe he 
kept them up: the ſame reaſons of ſtate which 
cauſed the father to ſet them up, cauſed the ſon 
to keep them up. For thus it is written, He did 
evil in the fight of the Lord, and walked in the way 
of his father, and in bis ſin. And Baaſha conſpired 
againſt bim and fmote him. | I, 
I ſhall give no more inftances, altho* they be 
very numerous in the ſcripture - hiſtory of the 
kings of Ifrael and Judab, becauſe every one 
that reads them, with any care, muſt needs ob- 
ſerve that they be of the fame kind and nature 
with this that I have mentian'd. I obſerve, that 
the forbearance of God is called his keeping 
ſilent; and the abuſe of his goodneſs is attributed 
to the pernicious way of thinking that God is 
42 * | | altogether 
5 1 Kings xv. 26, 27. | 


A 
altogether ſuch a one as themſelves. The fifcierh 
Pfalm (in which this is mentioned) I do humbly 
apprehend to be a divine poem on the laſt day; 
in which the elegant poet, in the four firft verſes, 
ſhews the manner-in which the worthy Judge 
eternal will aſcend the throne of his glory, ſhin- 
ing in the perfection of beauty, devouring fire 
before him; he himſelf calling to the heavens, 
and earth, that he may judge his people. He 
then ſhews the care of the bleffed Jefus, which 
he takes of his people, in commanding that 

they be gathered together unto him; and then 
proceeds to ſhew how the ever: bleſſed Judge will 
proceed againſt the guilty world, in ceſtifying 
againſt them, and in expoſing the monſtrous 
folly of thoſe that have reſted on the out- ſide of 
religion. And here the divine poet uſes the fineſt 
figures of ſpeech that a briſk and lively 2 1 
could invent, from the ſeventh to the fourteent 
verſe; in which, and in the following verſe, he 
ſhews the more ſubſtantial parts of religion con- 
fiſteth in offering to God thankfgiving, in call- 
ing upon God in trouble, and in glorifying God 


©. 


in proſperity ; which, in the laſt verſe of the 
Pfalm, is declared to conſift in offering praiſe, 
and in ordering the converſation aright: to 
which he adds this comfortable aſſurance, That 
wnto ſuch be will ſhew the ſalvation of God. The 
elegant then goes on to repreſent how the 
worthy Judge eternal will reprove the guilty * 
world in theſe words, But unto the wicked G 

faith, What haft thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, of 

that thou ſhouldſt tate my covenant in thy month ? See- 

ing thou hateſt inflruftion, and cafteſt my words bes. 
hind thee. When thou ſarogſt a thief, then thou con. 
ſentedſt with him, and haft been pariaker with adulte- 

rers. Thou giveſt thy mouth to evil, and thy 

frameth deceit, Thou fitteſt and ſpeakeſt againſt thy 


brother ; 7 
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thou flandereſt thine own mothers ſon. Theſe things 


haſt thou done, and I kept filence : thou thoughte 

that I was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf : but I 
will reprove thee, and ſet them in order before thine 
eyes, Obſerve here the manifeſt abuſe of the 
goodneſs of God ; becauſe of God's ſilence, 


they thought that he was altogether ſuch a one 


as themſelves. The excellent poet therefore adds 
this ſeaſonable caution to poor ſinners; Now 
confider this, ye that forpet God, leſt 1 tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver. From the con- 
flderation of theſe things I obſerve, That God 


foreſeeing the abuſe of his goodneſs, gave pro- 


r notice before-hand, that ſinners might not 
all into this deluſive dream; that God was like 
unto them, becauſe he did not immediately con- 
fume them; but kept ſilence, waiting for their 
reformation, that he might be gracious. The 
reaſon of the Second Commandment is directly 
levelled againſt this pernicious error: he aſſures 
them that he is a jealous God, and will not al- 
ways bear with them, even though he ſhould 


ſometimes wait to the third and fourth genera- 


tion. He is not like them, neither approves their 
evil ways, But is angry with the wicked every day. 
If be turn not, be will whet his ſword; he hath 
his bow, and made it ready. He hath alſo pre- 
pared for him the inſtruments of death. And if 
my inſerting theſe things here ſhould be inſtru- 
mental (with the bleſſing of God) to prevail 
upon any (that are now abuſing the mercy of 
God) to let the goodneſs of God lead them to 
repentance, herein I ſhould greatly rejoice : ſuch, 
- returning ſinner, will be thy glory, crown, and 
Joy, in the day of the appearing of Chriſt. 
I come now to ſome other texts of holy ſcrip- 
ture, which are ſuppoſed, by ſome, to 83 
„ =. 


t Palm vii. 11, 12, 13. 
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mat God _ A perſons for the fins of 
others. The I ſhall bh n with are theſe 
words of Chriſt. v Therefore al ſaid the wiſdom of 
' God, I will ſend them prophets and apoſtles, and ſome 
of them they ſhall flay and perſecute + That the blood of 
all the prophets, which was ſhed Foe the 3 | 
of the world, may be required of 1 
From the blood of Abel a the Foe o —_— 
which periſhed between the altar and the 2 Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, it ſhall be required of this genera 
tion, Hence ſome conclude, that the Jews of 
that age were to be accountable for all the in- 
nocent blood which was ſhed, even from Abel 
down, to that very day. Here 1 obſerve, that 
this interpretation is directly contrary to the 
declaration of God, which faith, * That zbe ot 
foal not bear the iniquity of the father, Ezek. xviil. 
I obferve further, that the miſtake here 
liesi in miſapplying the term generation to a 2 | 
the men &* that age among the Jeu, and 
the word does ihe ſignify in many 
ſcripture ; but then it is to be alſo obſerved, — 
the term generation does very often ſignify not 
the men of one age, but a ſet of men that have 
lived in all ages, from the beginning of the world 
to the end of all time. In other words, a = 
of men of ſuch characters, or ſuch dif 2 
of mind, or thus and thus circumſtan And, 
this 1s ſuch a manifeſt truth, that 1 ſux 
cannot be ſpoken againſt. However, I ſhall 
give ſome inſtances, that the meaneſt capacity 
may diſcern the truth, Solomon mentioneth four 
ſuch generations in a very little compaſs, in theſe 
words: ? There is à4 generation that curſeth their 
father, and doth not bleſs their mother. There is a 
generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is 
Lake xi. 49, 50, 51. Rack. xvüüi. 20. 7 Prov. xxx. 
11, 12, 13, 14. | 
5 Py 
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nat waſhed: from their filthineſs. There is 4 genera- 
tion, O bow: lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are 
lifted up. There is a generation whoſe teeth. are as 
H fewords, and their jau teeth as knives, to devour the 
F poor from off the: earth, and the needy from among 
men. Thus it is manifeſt,” that theſe curſing, 
ſelf· conceited, proud, and cruel generations, 
have lived in all generations, from the begin- 
ning of the world down to this day; and in 
the holy ſcripture we read of two generations, 
which takes in the whole world in all ages: 
whereof one is called * A choſen generation; and 
*-the generation of God's children; and b the gene- 
ration. of the rigbieous. And the other genera- 
tion is called © A generation of wipers; and an 
A untoward generation. o Theſe two generations are 
ſometimes called * the children of the kingdom, and 
the children of the wicked one. And in the hiſtory 
of man's fall they are called ſeeds; the ſeed of 
the woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent. And 
our Lord: ſpeaks of theſe two different families, 
calling his ſeed the children of light, and Satan's 
ſeed the children of this world; faying, * The 
children of this world are wiſer in their generation 
than the children of light. Here obſerve, that the 
whole tribe of the children of this world is 
called their generation; among whom, and by 
whom, they are thought wiſer than the children 
of light. Whereas the children of light are far 
wiſer than the children of this world, they having 
the wiſdom that is from above; that is, firſt - 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy, and of good fruits; with- 
out partiality, and without hypocriſy. But in x 
their generation, viz. among themſelves, all 1 


1 Pet. ti. 9. Pſalm lxxiii. 18. Þ Ibid. xiv. 15. I 
LI xxili. 33. ©* Acts ii. 40. Matt. xii. 38. f Luke I 
Avi. 8. | . 
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theſe things are mere fooliſhneſs in their account; 
even as Solomon obſerves, 5 He that is upright in 
the way, is an abomination to the wicked. The ge. 
neration then which Chriſt calls this generation, 
of whom all the innocent blood ſhould be re- 
quired, were not the ſcribes and Phariſees of.that 
time only, but the whole race of perſecutors in 
all ages, which had the ſame diſpoſition of heart 
and mind as the Phariſees had. I obſerve, that 
theſe words of Chriſt are directly levelled againſt 
the vain boaſt of the Phariſees, who built the 
tombs of the prophets, and garniſned the ſepul- 
chres of the righteous; and ſaid; > Jf we had 
been in the days of our fathers, we would not hate 
been-partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 
As if Chriſt ſhould fay, ye have little reaſon to 
boaſt of your being better than your fathers: 
they indeed killed the prophets, but you are 
doing worſe, you are ſeeking to kill me who am 
the Lord of the prophets, and by whoſe ſpirit 
they were all inſpired. © Truly ye are their child- 
ren, for ye allow of their evil deeds, ye tread in 
their ſteps; ye outwardly appear righteous, but 
inwardly are full of ravening and wickedneſs; 
and ſo were your fathers which killed the pro- 
phets: ye are full of ſuperſtition, ſo were they: 
ye rain at knats and fwallow camels, ſo did they: 
ye have a form of godlineſs, but you deny the power 
of it: ye pay tythes of mint, anniſe, and cummin, 
but you omit judgment, mercy, and faith, which are 
the weigbtier matters of the law; and thus did 
your fathers, who'cried in time paſt, The temple 
of the. Lord, the temple of the Lord are theſe : but 
the e lying words did not profit them, nor your 
ſuperſtition will not profit you. e generation of 
wipers, how can ye eſcape the danmation of bell? 
Perily I ſay unto you, that all the righteous blood that 

The C2 ever 

5 Prov. xxix. 27. Matt. xxiii. 30. 
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per wpas ſhid in the world, ſhall be required of ibis 
generation, viz, this generation of which you 
are a part, but. not the whole. Thus our Lord 

ſes the wickedneſs, as well as folly. of the 
3 in boaſting of themſelves as being 
better than their fathers; when, indeed; they 
had the ſame perſecuting ſpirit, and never ceaſed 
their malice, rage, and fury againſt Chriſt, unti! 
with wicked hands they crucified and ſlew him. 
And indeed, all perſecutors in all ages have been 
of one ſpirit, doo image and likenek 3. they 
have always had à form of godlineſs, and haye al- 
ways denied the power of it. They have been 
ſtanch for uniforwity, but always ccol and in- 
different about ſincerity. Their religion is all 
outſide ; or rather, all outſide and no. feligion. 
It is no wonder then, that the ever bleſſed Jeſus 
ſhould call them this generation when he was 
keen to a notorious part of them. All per» 
utors are of one pedigree, ſtock, and gene- 
alogy; they are of i zhtir father the devil, —— 
40 of their father they will do, as Chriſt told the 
murdering Jes in his day. Hence our 
and Fobn the baptiſt, very properly calls them 
generation of wipers, as being the children of the 
old ſerpent the devil. And ſeeing they have 
ſhed all the righteous blood from Abel, down to 
this day, why ſhould it ſeem ſtrange that it 
ſhould be required of them, and that they thould 
de called a generation. : 
That God. ſhould puniſh wicked children for 
the. ſins pf their fore-fathers is indeed a ſt 
doctrine; bur, ak ſtrange as it is, Dr. Burke 
though a great and good man, yet erred in his 
judgment in this point, as may be ſeen. in his e 
ha we on the New Jeftament in Lake xi. 51. in 
laſt note upon them the words are. theſe, 
6 Laſtly, | 


5 John Yi. 17 


« Laſtly, learn that it is a righteous thing with 
« God to puniſh children for the impiety of 
4 their parents, when they walk in their un- 
« godly parents footſteps. Upon you ſhall come 
<< the blood of all the prophets, from the blood 
“ of Abel, to the blood of ' Zacharias; yet this 
<< muſt be:underſtood of temporal evils, not of 
e eternal puniſhments ; no man, for his fathers 
« fins, ſhall lie down in everlaſting burnings. 
« As our fathers faith will not let us into heaven, 
<« ſo neither will their impiety ſhut us into hell. 
& At the day of judgment every man ſhall be 
«<<. ſeparately conſidered, according to his owh 
4 deeds.” Here I obſerve; that the Doctor un- 
derſtood that the words of Chriſt implied, that 
the murdering Jeus of that day were to be pu- 
niſhed for the righteous blood Which their fore- 
fathers had long before ſhed. And ſecondly, 1 
obſerve, that the Doctor diſclaims all thoughts of 
future puniſhments for their evil parents ſins, and 
confines the evil of puniſhment for their fathers 
fins to this life only. Thirdly, I obſerve, that 
Almighty God does teach us a very different 
leſſon from that which the Doctor would have us 
learn, in theſe words: * The or /oall not ber the 
iniguuty of the father. Are mt my ways equal? 
Iwill judge you, O boufe of Tfrael, 3 
Trp 00 bis own ways. Fourthly, I obſerve, that it 
very unluckily happens for the Doctor, that Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is denouncing the damnation 
of hell againſt this generation, and not temporal 
evil. Our Lord aſſures the ſcribes 'and Phariſees, 
that they ſhould not only receive damnation, but 
_ greater damnation, becauſe they devoured widows 
houſes, and for à pretence made ling prayer. And 
upon the very topick of killing the W 


'® Ezek, xviii. 20 3 29, 30 2 Matt. xxiii. 14. 
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Chriſt faith to them; m 22 ſerpents, ye a 
F wipers, how can ye eſcape the' damnation f 
bell? But if our bleſſed Lord had faid nothing 
about hell and damnation in this place, yet even 
the nature of the crime itſelf might lead us to 
the knowlege of it. For if they are to be ſent 
to: the flames that have not fed the hungry, -nor 
cloathed the naked, nor viſited thoſe in priſon, 
what ſhall be done (think you) to them that killed 
the prophets? Hence it appears, that all that 
the Doctor hath faid upon this head, viz. << That 
it is a righteous thing with God to puniſh 
wicked children for their parents fins,” muſt 
needs fall to the ground at once; unleſs we ſup- 
poſe, that the leſſer ſin of neglecting the poor, 
ſhall, be puniſhed with the greateſt puniſhment 
in another world; and the greater ſin of killing 
the prophets, to be puniſhed with a leſſer puniſh- 
ment in this world; 1 ſhall obſerve wig that 
it is not to be much marvelled at, that young 
and weak preachers ſhould run away with the 
words of a text, and leave the ſenſe and mean- 
ing behind them, when ſo great and good a man 
as the Doctor was, in this point, hath done the 
ſame thing. And leſt any ſhould think that 1 
intend by this to caſt a ſlur upon the good man's 
writings and memory, I here declare (in the face 
of the world) that I have a hearty eſteem for 
both; and am ſo far from diſcouraging people 
from reading his books, eſpecially his expoſition 
on the Net 7. etament, that I heartily wiſh I my- 
ſelf, and every family in Great-Brizain, had one 
of them. And 1 further profeſs, that I would 
not have endeavoured to expoſe this ſingle paſ- 
ſage, but that I think the honour of God, and 
the comfort of weak ſouls, are nearly concerned 
herein. And 3 L intreat your patience 
- while 
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while I go on to ſhew, that if temporal evils 
only were included in this expreſſion, ſhall. be re- 
quired of this generation, yet there is no manner of 
reaſon for us to learn this leſſon which the Doctor 
ints out to us. | | en 
| Suppoſe then, that the deſtruction of Feruſalem 
was all that was intended in theſe words, Hall be 
required of this generation, have we not abundant 
reaſon to conclude, that the ſins of the then pre- 
ſent age did deſerve all that vengeance which, 
God poured out upon them? Can any man be ſo 
ſtupid as to imagine, that Almighty God put the 
ſin of Feruſalem in one ſcale and his vengeance 
in the other, and then finding the ſcale of ſin too 
light for the ſcale of vengeance, had then re- 
courſe to the worſt ſins that ever their forefathers 
were guilty of, and threw them into the ſcale of 
ſin, in order to turn the ſcale of vengeance ? 
Tou know well, my brethren, that God hath 
no pleaſure in the death of him that dieth; and 
when he comes to puniſh a ſinful nation, he 
moves with relucting ſteps. 2 How ſhall I give 
thee up, Epbraim ? how ſhall I deliver thee, Tjrael 2 
how, ſhall I make thee as Admah ? how ſhall I ſet thee 
as Zeboim; mine heart is turned within me, my re- 
pentings are kindled together. I will not execute the 
feerceneſs of mine anger, I will not return to deſtroy 
Epbraim; for I am God and not man. Hence I ob- 
ſerve, that Almighty God is ſo far from throw- 
ing in an additional load of wrath for the fathers 
ſins, that he puniſheth the iniquity of the chil- 
dren leſs than they deſerve ;, and renders this 
reaſon for his ſo doing, for 1 am God and not man. 
But if God were ſwift to wrath, and if taking 
vengeance was, his deſirable work, as it is indeed 
his ftrange work, yet even then, ſuppoſing this 
to be the. caſe, there is no manner of reaſon, to 
10 conclude 
2 Hoſea xi. 8, 9. 
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conclude that he would puniſh the childien for 
their fathers crimes. For who will venture to 
ſay, that the puniſhment of Feruſelem was greater 
than their own fins deſerved ? and yet a Man 
muſt fay this in the firſt place, or elle. * is im- 
poſſible that he ſhould fay any thing to the pur- 
poſe. For unleſs there be an overplus of wrath, 
above and beyond what their own ſins deſerved, 
there is no room nor reaſon to ſeek for another 
cauſe why it came upon them. 

And here I will Ry. down this poſition, (and 
will ſtand by it, untl 1 ſee reaſon to retract it,) 
viz. That no man can bear the iniquity of his 
father, unleſs he endure more wrath than his own 
fins deſerve. Unleſs we ſuppoſe this wretched 
. abſurdity, viz. That God pardons his own (ſin, 
and then puniſheth him for the fins of his father. 
I readily grant that the wrath of God was great 
upon Feruſalem, but, by no means, can I think 
it to be greater than their ſins deſerved, The 
feribes and Phariſces were the worſt of men, as 
1 ppears from the woo that our Lord pronounc- 

——_— them; he calls them lind grides, fools 
ſerpents, and generation of vipers ; 

crites, and bind leaders of the blind. So their was 

a blind 99 and a blind people; for like 

e people is to be expected. They made 

che word of God of no effed® through their tradi- 


tions; in vun did they worſhip Gau, teaching fer doc- 
trines the commantments of men. 


I obſerve further, that if any leſs wicked than 
the reſt did periſn in that common calamity, yet 
they muſt needs be guilty of one ſin which juſtly 
Aeſerved all their puniſnment; I mean, either 
the neglect, or elſe contempt of the word of 
"Chriſt; who bid them flee for 2 lives. The 


words. of Chriſt -are full of the „** 
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of rhetorick, and backed with the ſtrongeſt ar- 
guments ; behold the beauty of them ! ? When 
ye fhall ſee Feruſalem compaſſed with armies, then 
know that the deſolation thereof is nigh. Then let them 
which are in Fudea flee to the mountains; and let them 
_ eohich are in the midſt of it depart cut; and let not 
them that are in the countries, enter thereinto. For 
theſe be the days of vengeance, that all things which 
are written may be fulfilled. There ſhall be great di- 
freſs in the land, and wrath upon this people. And 
they ſhall fall by the edge of the ſcword, and ſhall be 
led away captive into all nations; and Jeruſalem ſhall 
be troden down of the Gentiles. A Let him which is 
on the houſe top, not come down to take any thing out 
of his houſe : neither let him which is in the field, re- 
turn back to take his clothes. And if any words 
could be better accommodated to ſink down in- 
to their hearts, I think they muſt be thoſe which 
he ſpake to them when he was bearing his croſs, 
and going to bear our ſins upon it. Bchold his 


moving expreſſions! * There followed him a great 


multitude of people, and of women, which alſo be- 
wailed and lamented him. But FJeſus turning unto 
them, ſaid, Daughters of Feruſalem, weep not for me; 
But weep for yourſelves, and for your children. For 
behold, the days are coming, in which they ſhall ſay, 
Bleſſed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, 
and the paps which never gave ſuck. Then ſhall they 
begin to ſay to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the 
Bills, Cover us. If, after all theſe warnings, any 
(leſs wicked than the reſt) ſhould run ſuch a de- 
ſperate riſque as to tarry by the ſtuff, and not flee 
for their lives, as Chriſt bade them, I don'tknow 
who will pity them. I never yet heard one ſoul 
pity Lot's children who periſhed in Sodom, ſeeing, 
they had fafr warning, but took it not. Thus, 
Luke xxi. 2024. 4 Matth. xxiv. 17, 18. Luke 
XXIII. 275 28, 29, 30. | | 
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my brethren, I have laboured to ſhew that Fe- 
ruſalem's puniſhment did not exceed Feruſalem's 
ſin; which yet in courſe it muſt have done, in 
caſe that they bore the ſins of their fathers, for 
the reaſon which I have mentioned before. 
Be not offended with me, if I ſhould bring 
the conſideration of this point down to our own 
day. Suppoſe then, that God ſhould viſit us with 
famine, ſword, or peſtilence, (which God of his 
- mercy prevent,) have we not ſins enough, and 
to ſpare, of our own; to deſerve theſe things? 
have we any occaſion to look back to 48, to 
ſearch out a cauſe or reaſon for. theſe things ? or 
can it be a giving to God the glory which 1s due 
to his name, to ſuppoſe that he hath puniſhed 
our ſins beyond their deſerts? Will it not better 
become us to acknowledge him juſt in all his 
ways, and walk humbly before him, and ſay, 
Thou, Lord, in the midſt of thy Judgments hath re- 
membred mercy, and haſt punt * OUT iniguities 29 6 than 
they have deſerved. 
BE | obſerve, that as this doftrine which I am ex- 
poſing of is falſe in fact, ſo it is evil in its ten- 
dency. Thoſe that fear God may, through weak - 
neſs, be terrified and diſmayed through the be- 
lief of it; but it can never yield them any com- 
fort, or hope, or excite them to thankfulneſs. 
But as for thoſe whoſe throats are open ſepul- 
chres, and whoſe mouths are full of curſing and 
bitterneſs, this doctrine miniſtreth occaſion of 
fin to them; they pour out their curſes not only. 
upon thoſe that acted the matchleſs tragedy in 48, 
but upon all whom they ignorantly imagine to 
| ; be of the ſame complection; tho? they know not 
= the things they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. It 
4 is a doctrine which pleaſes carnal men; for they 
care not whoſe ſins are ſpoken againſt, ſo their 
own be concealed. A very remarkable inſtance 


we 
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we have of this in the Phariſees ; they made (as 
it were) a ſong of their fathers fins, although it 
were nothing leſs than killing the prophets, but 
they could not bear reproof tor their own fins. 

| I obſerve farther, that this doctrine can have 
no tendency to work a reformation, and a re- 
formation is what we ſtand in great need of: 
but if people are taught to expect wrath from 
the hand of God for the fins of others, I think 
it makes them very indifferent about reforming. 
their own ways and lives: like as the Phariſees 
who talked ſo much of their fathers killing the 
prophets, that they overlooked their own evil 
hearts. The evils that abound among us are 
many. Brar with me while I point out a few; 
even ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, profane curſing * 
and ſwearing, with a great neglect, if not a con- 
tempt of the word of God. I will not fay that 
theſe are national ſins, bur this I will fay, that 
they are taking large ſtrides in order thereto. 
As you, Sirs, are watchmen, ſtand upon your 
watch towers, cry aloud and ſpare not, lift up 
your voice as a trumpet, ſhew the people their 
tranſgreſſions, and their own ſins. Let the good 
example of our moſt gracious king incourage 
vou in this, who, like good Jeho/haphat of old, 
1s daily going through the land by his royal pro- 
clamation againſt vice and profaneneſs, in order 
to bring back the people to the Lord their God. 
If all maſters of families, and miniſters and ma- 
giſtrates, in their ſeveral ſtations, had done as 
much to ſuppreſs vice and immorality as our moſt 
gracious ſovereign hath done in and by his pro- 
clamation, we ſhould have ſeen better things than 
at preſent we do. Om P 
Having thus attack'd the main pillars that 
ſupport this doctrine, I am in a ftrait about the 
more ſlender props ; for if what I have advanced 
| ls ſhould 
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ſhould be thought impertinent, and the main 
pillars remain unſhaken in the judgment of my 
readers, it will ſignify little to throw the more 
Nender props down to the ground: and if, on 
the other hand, my readers ſhould think that © 
have ſapped the very foundations of this doctrine, 
then the ſlender props will fall of themſelves. 
But conſidering left we ſhould be of two, minds, 
and they ſhould think thoſe to be the ſtrongeſt, 
which I think to be the weakeſt, I will conſider 
them alſo. | 
Ihe firſt that 1 ſhall take notice I; is the caſe 
of the Gibeonites, in theſe words: There was @ 
famine in the days of David, three years ; and David. 
inquired of the Lord. And the Lord anjiwered, it is 
for Saul, and for his bloody hauſe, becauſe be ſlew the 
Giteonites, Hence I obſerve, Firſt, That all in- 
nocent blood cries to God for vengeance, even 
though the ſlain be only hewers of wood, and 
| drawers of water; and thoſe that ſlew chem of 
no meaner figure than the Lord's own anointed, - 
even Saul and his bloody houſe. Secondly, I ob. 
ſerve, the juſtice, and bravery of the Gibeonites 
that were left, (for that is a ſore battle where 
none eſcape, ) when David communed with them 
what he ſhould do for them, and wherewith he 
ſhoald make the atonement, that they might 
blels the inheritance of the Lord. They brave- 
ly anſwer, * We will have no filver nor gold of Saul, 
wor of his bouſe, neither for us ſhalt thou kill any 
man in Iſrael. The man that conſumed us, and that 
deviſed evil againſt us that we ſhould be deſtroyed from. 
remaining in any of the coaſts of Iſrael, let ſeven 
men of his ſons be delivered unto us, and we will hang 
them up unto the Lord. Which requeſt Davi 
granted, and they executed, and after that God 
was intreated fer the land. . J obſerve, 


That 
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That Saul's ſons are what God calls his bloody 
houſe in the firſt verſe, and therefore the ſeven 
ſons of Saul that were hanged were the chief 
managers of the maſſacre of the Gibeonites under 
their father. Saul himſelf was now out of the 
Gibeonites reach, he was already v dead for bis 
 tranſoreſſion, but his bloody houſe were living. 
And when David inquires of them, wherewith 
ſhall I make the atonement, they anſwer (in effect) 
we will not be bribed with ſilver and gold, we 
will not fell the lives of our dear friends at that 
rate, but we will have the lives of the murderers ; 
give us ſeven men of the ſons of Saul, and we will 
Hang them up unto the Lord. And this agrees with 
that eternal rule of righteouſneſs which God gave 
Tfrael in theſe words: * Wheſo killeth any perſon, the: 
murderer ſhall be put to death. Ye ſhall take no ſatiſ- 
faction for the life of a murderer ;, For blood it de- 
fileth the land, and the land cannot be cleanſed of 
the blood that is ſhed therein, but by the blood of bim 
that ſhed it. Fourthly, I obſerve, That God's be- 
ing intreated for the land, plainly ſhews, that 
Saul's ſons which were. ſlain, were guilty of the 
innocent blood of the ſlaughtered Gibeonites ; or 
elſe we muſt conclude, that innocent blood made 
an atonement for innocent blood ; and that the 
land that groaned under the weight of innocent 
blood was abſolved from the guilty by ſhedding 
of more innocent blood. Moreover it ſuppoſes, 
that David turned away God's wrath by a palpa- 
ble breach of his own. law, in theſe words. V The 
fathers ſhall not be put to death for the children, nei- 
ther ſhall the children be put to death for the 
fathers : every man ſhall be put to death for bis 


own 
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own ſin. Fifthly, 1 obſerve, that as this famine 
was a national judgment, there 1s all the reaſon 
in the world to conclude that it was a juſt puniſh- 


ment for a national fin or ſins. It is very pro- 


bable that Saul flew the hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water, at the earneſt deſire and cry 


of the people; and this ſeems to be pointed out 


to us in theſe words: * Saul ſought to flay them in 


his zeal to the children of Iſrael and Fudab. How- 
ever, this is certain, that when the ancient 


Gibeonites had outwitted Joſbua and the princes of 


Jrael, with their tattered clothes, and clouted 
ſhoes, and mouldy bread, and had drawn them 


into a covenant, confirmed by an oath, yet All 


the congregation murmured againſt the princes, And 
there are many circumſtances in the hiſtory, 


which ſhew, that the princes had much ado to 


revent the multitude from falling upon them; | 
and uſe this argument, among others, We will 
even let them live, teſt wrath be upon us, becauſe of 


| the oath which we ſware unto them, This old 


grudge might remain unto Saul's day; and this 


the Gibeonites ſeem to point at, in ſaying to David, 
Thou ſhalt not kill for us any man in Iſrael; which: 
ſeems to imply, that there were men then living 
that had a hand in that villainy; but they aimed 
at the chieftains only, the ſeven ſons of Saul. 
But ſuppoſing the ſlaughter was not a national 
ſin, yet the not puniſhing of the guilty mur- 
derers ſeems to be a national fin. What the 


| Gibeonites did to Saul's ſons, ought to have been 
done before, in obedience to the plain law of 
God: * Whoſo ſpeddeth man's blood, by man ſoall bis 
blood be ſhed * for in the image of God made be man. 


And this the event ſhews; for upon the death of 
Saul's ſons, God Was intreated for the land : which 


ſhews, 


? 2 Sam. xxi. 2, Joſhua * 10, > Gen. ix. 6. 
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ſhews, that the land had ſinned in not cleanſing. 
itſelf of blood, by ſhedding the blood of the 
murderers. RS: 

Another paſſage of ſcripture that is laid hold 
of, and preſſed into this ſervice, is that of David's 
numbering the people; in theſe words. © Even 
1 it is that have ſinned and done evil indeed; but as 
for theſe ſheep, wwhat have they done? Whence ſome 


' infer, that David ſinned, and the people ſuffered 


for his ſin. 


Here I obſerve, that David laid an occaſion 


of ſin in the people's way (even as Feroboam did 


in another caſe) and it is obſervable, that though 
Foab ſmoothed over his uncle in the murder of 
Uriah, yet, in this caſe, he made a noble ſtand 
againſt his numbering the people, in theſe words : 
e doth my Lord require this thing, why will he be 
a cauſe of treſpaſs to Iſrael? Hence learn, that 
David laid an occaſion of fin in the people's way; 
which fin is fully expreſs'd in theſe words of God 
himſelf. © Thus ſaith the Lord, curſed be the man 
that iruſteth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and 
whoſe heart departeth from the Lord. Foab ſaw this 


beforehand, and David ſaw it when too late, 


that his numbering the people had a bad in- 
fluence upon the people, to truſt -in an arm of 


' fleſh, and to depart from God in their hearts. 


As for David's ſaying, What have theſe ſheep done? 
is a humble expreſſion of his own fault, and is 
ſomewhat like the ſaying of the apoſtle Paul: 


am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints. ] ſuppoſe, 


never no man yet harrangued an auditory with 
half a dozen arguments, to prove that Paul was 


leſs than the leaſt of all faints : this expreſſion 


was fitter for him to ſpeak, than for any one elſe to 


believe. So in like manner theſe words of David, 


What © 


< 3 Chron. xxi. 17. Chap. xxi, 3, * Jer, xvii. 2. 
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. What have theſe ſheep done? does not imply that 
they had done nothing amiſs, but that he himſelf 
had ſinned greatly in laying this occaſion of fin 
in their way. Thus I, who am but a dwarf in 
the camp, have endeavoured to turn their whole 

= train of artillery upon themſelves, and to diſ- 

charge their own cannon full upon them, by 
making the arguments which they bring in fa- 
vour of the doctrine, ſubſervient to the de- 4 
ſtruction of that doctrine which they were 


brought to ſupport. But if any are yet reſolved 1 

to ſing with the old forbidden tune; The fathers 3 

| have eaten ſowre grapes, and the chilarens teeth are 

. fet on edge, I here throw a handful of dreadful 
abſurdities in their way, and leave them to ſtum- 


ble over as well as they can. —_ 
Firſt, This doctrine repreſents Almighty God 

as contradicting himſelf, declaring upon mount 
Sinai by his angel (according to their interpre- 5 
tation) That he will puniſh the children of the third 
and fourth generation for their fore-fathers fins. But . 
by his prophet Ezekiel, he ſays he will do no 
ſuch thing, but that he will judge every one accord. 
ing to their own ways; and that the ſon ſhall not bear 
the iniquity of his father. This doctrine repreſents 
the unchangeable God to be like unto mutable | 
man. Secondly, This doctrine repreſents the ever- , 
bleſſed God as condemned of himſelf; in that 
he declares bis way is equal, in that the ſon ſhall 
not bear the fin of his father. But this doctrine 
repreſents God as doing contrary to what he ac- 
. knowledges to be juſt and equal, and fo renders 
himſelf ſelf-condemned. Thirdly, This doctrine 
repreſents God as teaching us one thing by his 
example, and quite the reverſe by his expreſs 
precept. Thar the example of God is teaching, 
| is 
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is plain from theſe ſcriptures: * Should thou hot 
have compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, even as I bad 
pity on thee ? Be ye therefore merciful, as your fa- 
ther alſo is merciful. * Beloved, if God ſo loved us, 
0 to love one another. Be ye boly, for 1 


for their fathers ſins, then we are taught by his 

le to do the ſame things. But by his pre- 
cept we are forbid to puniſh the children for their 
fathers crimes, Deut. xxiv. 16. Fourthly, This 
dodtrine repreſents Almighty God as doing thoſe 
things which are à reproach to any man, and 
which all good men deteſt and abhor, even to 
puniſh: the children for their fathers fins. It is 
recorded to the honour of Amaziab, that when 
& be flew bis ſervants bis fa. 


uts that had killed the 
ther ; that be flew not their Children, but did as ibi 
Lord commanded, Here I would afk, How can 
that be to God an honour, which to men is a 
reproach ? Can that be giving to God the glory - 
which is due to his name, to aſeribe to him ſuch 
things as all good men deteft and abhor ? Bur 
how much ſoever this doctrine diſhonours God 
(if it be true) it confers a peculiar honour u 
the ſcribes and Phariſees, and. all that tread in 


their ſteps. For how unlike to God they ma 
be in every thing elſe, in this they bear hos 


Emmy. has likeneſs, in that they ſay and do not; 
for this doctrine repreſents the Almighty as bid- 
ding us not to do as he does (in puniſfung the 


children for the ſins of their fathers) but to do 


as he fays, which is quite the reverſe, even not 


to puniſh the children for their fathers crimes, 


Foraſmuch as I think this doctrine falſe in 


f Matt. xviil. 33. © Luke vi. 36. * John iv. 11. 
* 2 Chron. xxv. 3, 4. 
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fact, and evil in its tendency, I have therefore 
painted it (as I think) in its proper colours; and 


now from different perſons I expect different ob- 


jections againſt what I have ſaid and done. I 
ſuppoſe ſome will ſay, that this doctrine. which I 
have advanced is quite new; and being new, is, 


for that reaſon, certainly falſe. To this J reply, 


That old truth hath had and made new appear- 
ances in the world. When Paul * Jeſus 
and the reſurrection to the men of Athens, theſe 
old truths, were quite new unto them. Bur 


all perſons that may think what I have ſaid to 


be altogether new, I would recommend to them 
the peruſal of the holy ſcripture; and if they 
find it there to be true light, I deſire them not 
to reject it becauſe it at firſt appeared to them to 
be new light. FCC 
I expect ſome will ſay, that what I have faid 
is directly contrary to ſome things in the office 
for the goth of Fanuary: to which I ſhall only 

reply, That I have obſerved in the office of that 


day, that many texts of ſcripture are read, with- 


out making any comment upon them. I beg leave 
to copy after their own example, to inſert a few 
texts of ſcripture, without making any comment 
upon them. The ſon ſhall not bear the iniquity of the 
father.  Iawill judge you, O bouſe of Iſrael, every one 
according io bis ways, ſaith the Lord God. m Every 
word of Gad is pure, Add thou not unto bis words, lat 
be reprove ibee, and thou be found a liar. n Yea, let 


God be true, but every man a liar. I expect others will 


ſay, that J have fought only with a man of ſtraw 
trump'd up in my own imagination, and that 
the church of England holds no ſuch doctrine as 
I have expoſed. 1 

6 | i 1 | To 
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To this I might reply as Sammel did to Sam, 
What meaneth then the bleating of the ſheep, and the 
lowing of the oxen, that I bear? What ſenſe will 
you put upon the prayers and the preaching of 
the goth of Fanuary ? But all that is ſaid in the 
deſk by appointment, and in the pulpit without 
appointment, I willingly chuſe to over look; and 
ſhall direct the objectors eyes to a petition in the 
Litam, which is of older date, even this:“ Re- 
member not, Lord, our offences, nor the of- 
4 fences of our fore-fathers.“ I remember, that 
above forty years ago (being in company with a 
worthy member of the eſtabliſhed church) I ſaid, 
that this petition look'd like praying for the 
dead To which he nimbly reply'd: . Becaule 
God had threatned to puniſh the children, 
Et. even to the third and fourth generation, for 
their fathers ſins, therefore they prayed that 
they might not be remembred.?? Bat 
And here I would aſk all that fear God, and 
that defire to worſhip him in truth, what is the 
deſire of their ſouls, when they uſe theſe words 
in their prayers? If any ſhould ſay they cannot 
tell, I would recommend the advice of Solomon 
to them; ® Krep thy foot when thou goeſt: to the houſe 
of God, and be more. ready to bear, than io give the 
Sacrifice of fools * for they conſider not that they. do 
evil. But if any ſay that they deſire that their 
forefathers ſins may not be remembred, leſt they 
themſelves ſhould be puniſhed for them, I would 
aſk, Whether they can think it is giving to God 
the glory which is due unto his name? ſeeing 
Almighty God hath ſworn, that v Ie will not pu- 
10 the children for their fathers ſins. Suppoſe you 
hould earneſtly intreat your / earthly ſovereign 
not to break his coronation oath, conſider how. 
. v. 1, * Ezek. xviii. 3. 
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he would take! it at your hands? I will not aike 
the application, becauſe I think every one may 
do it themſelves. 

| T humbly apprehend the words in the petition | 
now- under conſideration are. ambiguous, being 

capable of a double meaning. A Papiſt may 
uſe them with this earneſt defire, that his fore- 
fathers fouls (ſuppoſed to be in purgatory) may 
be eaſied in, or — from the pains of that mi- 
ſerable gulf. And a Proteſtant may uſe them in 
his prayers, with an earneſt deſire that they may 

not be remembred, leſt the vengeance of God 
ſhould fall upon them for their forefathers fins. 
I crave leave to ſpeak freely, that, of two errors, 
I think the Popiſh one the leaſt; for that ſup- 
poles men ſuffering for. their own fins, but the 
other ſuppoſes men liable to ſuffer for the fins of 
others, expreſsly contrary to God's ſolemn oath 
and declaration. If the words are capable of an- 
other ſenſe, beſide theſe two already mentioned, 1 
freely confeſs my ignorance. I ſhall only add to 
this point, that if any man can produce a third 
fenſe of the words, with which — will well 
bear, I here promiſe ( whoever he is) that he 
ſhall have my vote and intereſt to be ſtyled Ma- 
er ef Aris to all ſucceeding generations. 

1 humbly apprehend, that of all our forefa - 
thers ſins, that of the goth of January is ſup» 
poſed to cry the loudeſt for vengeance. In order 
therefore to eaſe the minds of my dear country - 
men and fellow-chriſtjans from a diſmal A of 
fears, which hovers over their weak im . 
tions from this quarter, I ſhall endeavour £ 8 
two things: Fin, Shew that the murder of ki 
Charles Ke Firſt (how execrable and horrid. 0 
ever) was not a national ſin, and therefore not 

likely to incur a | national Fan at any time, 


much 


. 
— 


— 
much leſs almoſt a century afterwards. Secondly, 
Suppoſing (not granting) that it was a national 
fin, I ſhall ew that the nation hath made am- 
ple reſtitution, as far as was in her power, and 
therefore is intitled to all the gracious promiſes 
of God made to them that repent. For reſti- 
tution (I think) is allowed of divines to be the 
ſureſt mark of a ſincere repentance. on 
I begin with the firſt, that it was not a na- 
tional ſin. An action may (I think) be {aid to 
be national upon a twofold account; Fin, when 
it is done by the main body of the people in ge- 
neral ; and, Secondly, when it is done by the re- 
preſentative body of the nation in parhament af- 
ſembled. But in neither of theſe ſenſes was the 
death of king Charles the Firſt a national act. 
As to the firſt of theſe, it 1s certain thar the 
murder of the king was contrary to the main 
bent, defire, and inclination of the people in 
general. The nation, in this ſenſe of the word, 
was ſo far from being the murderer, that ſhe was 
the chief mourner, and lamented over her mur- 
dered monarch, as David did over Abner. Y Died 


 Abney as @ fool dieth? thy hands torre not bound, nor 


thy feet put into fetters : as a man falleth before 
wicked men, fo felleft thou. And if we conſider 
the nation in the repreſentative capacity, which 


in my apprehenſion, includes the king, lords, 


and commons. - As to the king, I ſuppoſe 
none will accuſe him as doing any thing towards 
ing his own death; and as to the auguft 
oule of 4 they did all that was in their power 
to prevent it ; and, in labouring to prevent the 
King's death, they drew upon themſelves à civil 
death, by having their houſe voted uſcleſs and 
flangerous, by the armed force which * the 
| a king. 
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king. And as to the houſe of commons, it is 
apparent that they were over- ruled by an armed 
force, and a great number of them made pri: 
ſoners; and thoſe who had voted the king's con 
ceſſions to be ſatisfactory, were excluded the houſe 
by an armed force. I think all the hiſtorians of 
thoſe times agree in their accounts of theſe things. 
The lord Clarendon, and Rapin, ſpeak much the 
fame things, to which I refer the reader; par- 
ticularly to Kauer, ſecond vol,.in folio, p. 5665 
597. 
I come now, in! che ſecond place, to ſbew, that 
if i it had been an act of the nation, the nation 
hath. made all the reſtitution that was in her 
power. To reſtore the dead monarch to life was 
not in the nation's power; 10 Kill and to mabe alive 
is oniy in the power of God. But the nation did what 
ſhe could : ſhe. certainly fulfilled the dying: de- 
ſire of her injured, murdered king, in that ſhe 
placed his eldeſt ſon upon his father's throne, as 15 
Joon as the diſtracted circuraſtances of the. Times 
would bear it. 
The reſtoration was, he 2 * wo act a. the 
whole nation. For i it ought always to be remem- 
bred, that king Charles the Second did not re- 
turn to his kingdoms with any foreign force, but 
was brought over from his exile by the full con- 
ſent of the people in parliament aſſembled. It 
is true, that parliament was not ſummoned. by a 
legal writ, nor indeed could not, as the affairs 
of the nation then ſtood. But it ſerved the j 
tereſt of the king, as much as it could have done 
had it been ſummoned by the king's writ. The 
nation then put thoſe to death that had been 
actually concerned in the king's death; and up- 
on the death of king Charles the Second, (he 
dying without legitimate iſſue) the nation then 
3 placed 
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placed his ſecond-ſon, James, upon the throne, 
although he was before ſhrewdly ſuſpected to be 
a Papiſt, which he himſelf now no longer kept 
a ſecret. And when all the foundations of go- 
vernment were out of courſe, when a diſpenſing 
power was aſſumed by him, above all law, when 
the church of Rome was complimented and ca- 
reſs'd, and the church of England diſgraced and 
cruſhed, when her univerſities were robbed, and 
her worthy biſhops impriſoned in the Tower, for 
the teſtimony of the truth, and for the diſcharge 
of a good conſcience, when popery and ſlavery 
were as a mighty torrent coming upon us, when 
all our liberties and properties were at the laſt 
gaſp, the nation was then aſhamed of the Oaks 
which they had deſired, and roſe up, as one 
man; and many of the higheſt, and ſome of 
the holieſt rank (to their honour be it ſpoken) 
invited over the prince of Orange, in order that 
a free parliament might be called, in which the 
great and manifold grievances of the 12 
might be redreſſed. King James then abdicated 
the government, and fled out of the kingdom. 
The convention-parliament then voted the throne 
vacant: their next work was to fill the empty 
_ throne, which they did with two of the grand- 
children of the royal Martyr, viz. the glorious 
William, fon of his eldeſt daughter Mary; and 
the princeſs Mary, daughter of king James who was 
fled. And when this worthy pair changed the cor- 
ruptible for an incorruptible crown, the nation 
then placed the crown on the head of the princeſs 
Anne of Denmark, another grandchild of the royal 
Martyr; and, upon her demiſe, there being no 
more of the royal Martyr's iſſue left in the pro- 
teſtant line, the nation not thinking it fate to 
truſt the liberties of Proteſtants in the hands of 
FEE Papitts, 
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Papiſts, (for the burnt child dreads the fire) had 
recourſe to the prudent meafures taken long be- 
fore in ſettling the ſucceſſion of the crown upon 
the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, who were ho- 
nourably deſcended from the lady Eliſabeth, ſiſter 
to the royal Martyr, and daughter to king 
James the Firſt. - | a | 
That good lady was preſerved from Popiſh 
influence, and from Popiſh violence; and altho* 
ſhe had her ſhare in affliftions, yet God gave 
her Abur's portion; According to ber day, ſo was 
ber ſtrengtb. God fulfilled to that good woman 
his promiſe to the righteous ; For ber ſeed is 
mighty upon the earth, and her poſterity governours 
among the nations. Although the archers ſhot at ber, 
and forely grieved ber, yet, like Joſepb, her bow 
abode in ftrength.. | . 
The firſt that filled and adorned the Britiſb 
throne, of this illuſtrious houſe, was king George 
the Firſt, of bleſſed memory. After him our 
preſent moſt gracious ſovereign, whom God long 
preſerve ; and when he ſhall be gathered to his 
fathers, may it be in peace, full of days, and 
full of honour. May then his fon and heir ap- 
parent uſefully fill, and beautifully adorn the 
Britiſh throne : may he inherit all the princely | 
virtues of his father and grandfather, who ſo 
well filled, and fo gloriouſly adorned the throne 
before him : and may there never want a man 
of his auguſt houſe to fway the Britiſh ſcepter in 
truth, a righteouſneſs, until Shiloh come; which 
God of his great mercy grant. And may Bri- 
tain now ſay, If I had been guilty of the king's 
death, what could 1 have done more? But I 
was not guilty, and yet have done all this. I 
now exultingly ſay, I have done what I could : 
What could oa. 
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done? I may ſay, as my dear Redeemer did, 
4 I have reſtored that which I took not away. 

I crave leave to vindicate the honour of my 
native country, even in the uſurpation, which 
were indeed days of confuſion, and years of 
topſy- turvy; nevertheleſs, the people were not 
ſo corrupt in their principles, and debauch'd in 
their manners, as ſome would have us think 
and believe. The nation, indeed, had loſt her 
monarch, and monarchy itſelf, for a time; but 
yet the nation retained her genius, her courage, 
her honour, and bravery, as is manifeſt by the 
almoſt incredible ſucceſs and victories of the Eng- 
 kiſþ arms under the renowned Blake in the Meſt- 

Indies, and elſewhere. The taking of Dunkirk, 
(if 5 Kong came after could but have kept it) 
the taking of Jamaica, that rich and fruitful 
iſland, are demonſtrations that the courage of 
the nation was not at a low ebb. The uſurpers 
themſelves were able, in a manner, to give law 
to many, if not to moſt of the courts in Europe. 
The nation was then beloved of her friends, and 
dreaded by her enemies. And as to affairs at 
home, the churches were filled with godly mi- 
niſters, and learned, able divines; and Weſt- 
minſter Hall with upright judges, and able 
lawyers. Juſtice was duly adminiſtred between 
man and man ; vice and profaneneſs were dif- 
countenanc'd and ſuppreſs'd, fo that a man might 
have gone from Tower-Hill to the Royal Exchange, 
and from thence to Somerſet- Houſe, and ſo on to 
Hyde Park corner, and not have heard the name 
of God ſo terribly blaſphemed as in times ſince, 
(not to ſay the preſent times) as every one muſt 
needs have obſerved, unleſs their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their hearts unaffected with the ho- 
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nour of that worthy name of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth are named. _ 
I expect it will be ſaid by ſome, that, as good 
as the miniſters were, there were about two 
thouſand of them turned out of their churches 
and livings at once, ſome time after the reſtora- 
tion. To this I ſhall only ſay, that it ought al- 
ways to be remembered, that they were turned 
out-for their Non-Conformity, and not for their 
ignorance and immorality. And, for any ups 
I yer ſee to the contrary, their works will praiſe 
them in the gate to all ſucceeding generations. 
If any perſons are pleaſed with reproaching their 
native country, and have loads of infamy to caſt 
upon it, let them come forth, and they ſhall be 
heard; and, if it is not too great a preſumption, - 
I humbly offer myſelf a candidate, to be an ad- 
vocate to plead the cauſe of my injured God and 
come..." We ee yg 
l expect it will be ſaid, that I am much diſ- 
pleaſed at the religious obſervation of the Seen 4 
of January; to which I reply, that I am ſo far 
from being ditpleaſed at the religious obſervation 
of the day, that I heartily wiſh it were more re- 
ligiouſly obſerved. Many excellent ſermons 
have, without doubt, been preached on the day. 
Dr. White Kennet, Dr. Alured Clarte, and the two 
brothers, the ever-memorable Hoadleys, are (in 
my opinion) upon the higheſt form among you. 
in this reſpe&t. Dt 
Permit me, my brethren, to point out to yau 
a few things which the office of the day directly 
leads to you. Conſider how it is enjoined upon 
you to give God hearty thanks for the glorious, . 
example of meekneſs, patience, and torgive- 
neſs, which did ſhine forth ſo reſplendantly in 
the dying king ; and make this ſuitable appli- 
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cation both to yourſelves, and people. That 
you all lie under the ſtrongeſt obligations to be 
men of moderation and Chriſtian forbearance, 
and of forgiving tempers ; or elſe you will be 
found of all men moſt inexcuſable, and con- 
demned 6f yourſelves; in that you thank God 
for giving you ſo bright an example in a zug 
king, and yet don't think it worth while to trea 
in his royal ſteps. 

Again, the office of the day enjoins you to 
bleſs God for the reſtoration ; may this lead you 
to point out to the people that we are in the full 
enjoyment of the bleſſings of the reſtoration ; 
put them in mind that we have a king on the 
throne who is indeed the miniſter of God to his 
12 75 for good: put them in mind, therefore, 

ow inexcuſable they will be, if they deſpiſe the 
dominion, and ſpeak evil of the dignity of our 
ſent moſt gracious ſovereign: lay before them 
the manifold bleſſings and glories of his reign. 
Put them in mind that he never diſſolved any 
parliament before the grievances of the people 
were fully redreſſed; that he never reigned 
twelve years without a parliament; that his 
royal feet never ſtumbled over whole bundles of 
humble remonſtrances, preſented to him by his 
people in parliament aſſembled; that high- com- 
miſſion court fines, and ſtar- chamber ſentences, 
have had no exiſtence in his reign; that com- 
plaints about tonnage and poundage, loans and 
ſhip- money, monopolies, and I know not what 
beſides, have not been heard of throughout his 
reign. What do they deſerve then that deſpiſe 
his dominion, and ſpeak evil of his dignity ? 
ſhall I ſay what they deſerve, ſhall I pals ſen- 
tence againſt them? If I do, my ſentence is 
this: Rebuke them ſharply, exhort, and reprove 
| 2 . 
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them with all long-ſuffering and, doctrine, at all 
convenient ſeaſons. And let the queſtion go 
round among you, whether the zoth of Fanu- 
; @ry be not a very proper time for this? and it 
may be, my brethren, that this is a 2 in 
which we have all offended, in not rendering to 
God, according to the benefits dane to us, Let 
us therefore ſearch and try our ways, and turn 
again unto the Lord, leſt Almighty God, in his 
ſore diſpleaſure, ſhquld take the heavy ben 
of his tender mercies from us, and lay them on 
the ſhoulders of others, who, perhaps, will teap 
for joy, and greatly rejoice in the bearing of 
them; while we may be thruſt into the ſchool of 
affliction to learn a leſſon of patience, in the 
want of all things, ſeeing we would never learn 
the leſſon of contentment, no not in the abun- 
dance of all things. 

I have a jealouſy, (I wiſh it may be ground- 
leſs) that there is a great neglect of reading the 
ſcripture among the people in general. I ſub- 
mit it to your conſideration, whether the goth 
of January be not a good day to ſtir up the 
Pare to read the word of God for their com- 
ort and inſtruction in the way of righteouſneſs : 
to put them in mind, that bey are able to make 
them wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith in Feſus 
Chriſt. And to incourage them in this good 
work, lay before them the great adyantages that 
ſome have received thereby. As for inſtance, 
the poor fiſhermen of Berbſaida could exulungly . 
ſay, * We have found him, of whom\Moſes in the 
law; and the prophets did write, And to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt they adoringly ſay, * Thou art the 
| fon of God, thou” — the king of Iſrael. * Thou art 
Chriſt, the ſon of the Bleſſed, Whilſt the learned 

ſcribes 
John i. 43. * Chap, d. 49. Matt. xvi. 16. 
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ſcribes that were thirſting after the grandeur and 
endor of the world, declare in the face of the 
n, u That they did not know whence the fellow was, 
and that he was a finner. The good old woman 
Anna knew more of Jeſus Chriſt than all the 
{cribes and Phariſees put together, Even fo it 
is now, many good old Proteſtant women know 
| how to interpret the word of Chriſt; This is my 
body, better than all the Romiſb clergy put toge- 
ther. Put them in mind that God can now, as 
well as in times paſt, out of the mouths of babes 
and ſucklings ordain ftrength to ſtill the enemy, and 
the aveneger. Exhort them therefore to ſanctify 
the Lord God in their hearts, and to be always 
ready to render a reaſon of the hope that is in them, 
_ with meekneſs and fear. I hope none of you will, 
for the fake of a jeſt, call me your taſk-maſter ; 
but if you do, I have this ſingular comfort in 
my own breaſt, that I have ſet you an eaſy taſk ; 
it may be caſter than ſome of you have ſet your- 
ſelves. RET IP | 
But I forget myſelf, if I go on at this rate, I 
ſhall write a volume inſtead of an epiſtle ; there- 
fore I ſhall hint a few things, and conclude. 
Take heed that you obſerve the day in ſuch a 
manner, that God may not interrogate with 
you, as he did with Jael, in theſe words: 
*Mben ye faſted and mourned, even thoſe ſeventy 
ears, did ye at all faſt unto me, even to me, Again, 
take heed that you give God no occaſion to ex- 
hibit ſuch a charge againſt you, as he did againſt 
Tfrael, in theſe words: Y Behold, ye faſt for flrife 
and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs ; 
| Je ſpall not faſt as ye do this day, to cauſe your voice 
to be heard on higb. Finally, will it not be very 
ſeaſonable and beautiful for you to exhort the 
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people to follow the counſe] of the great apoſtle 
Paul, which he charged Titus to give the Chriſt- 
ians in his day? * Put them in mind to be ſulject to 
principalities and powers, to obey magiſtrates, to be 
ready to every good work, to ſpeak evil of no man, to 
be no brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all meekneſs unto 
all men. And the apoſtles reaſon will ſuit you won- 
drous well; for we ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſb, 
diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures ; 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and hatins one 
another. And if, my brethren, you are all fo 
happy as to experience the glorious things which 
the apoſtle immediately ſubjoins, even the appear- 
ance of the kindneſs and love of God, the waſhing of 
regeneration, and the renewing of the holy Ghoſt ſbed 
on you abundantly ; if this be all your happy caſe, 
I have nothing to fear from you. But if any 
are otherwiſe minded, and ſtrive to make me an 
offender for a word, or endeavour to lay a ſnare 
for me, becauſe they may think that I have re- 
proved in the gate; in this caſe, I commit my- 
ſelf to God's fatherly care and holy protection, 
as into the hands of a faithful creator, deſiring 
to copy after the apoſtle, and not count my life 
dear to myſelf, ſo that I may fiſh my courſe with joy, 
and the miniſtry which I have received of the Lord 
Feſws, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God. This 

is all at preſent, from him who is your com- 
panion in labour, and in the kingdom and pa- 
tience of Jeſus Chriſt. 7 reſt yours, 


in all due reſpecłs, 


Amos HARRIS0ON. 
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